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Upcoming \era House Eents

( )
Sundg, December 7, 2003

Ven House dith Holidgt Gathering

Take some time out obyr Sundg aternoon b

mingle with your friends and support the work o

Vera House Nrth. This yar’'s Gathering will be

the home of John & Mar Salisbuy, 396 Houglass
Lane, Baldwinsuville.

March 26 - April 4, 2004

10" Annual Whé Ribbon Caaign

The entire community is invited to participate in
this campaign, led by concerned men who want
help end domdk violence. Honary Chair
William J. Fitzpatrick, Onondaga County District
Attorney, will be the keynote speaker at the
canpaign beakbd garting at 730 a.m. on Tiesdy,
March 30 at the Wyndham Syracuse.

For maz inbrmation, camt the & House
Special Ents Gice at 85/425-088.
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SaveheDagoour2hAm A
‘HomeforheHoidays Gala

Satuday, December 6, 2003

You suely von't want o miss thisegar’s
“Home for the Holidays” Gala which, for the
firg time, will ake place at@nple Adath
Yeshurun. The @ning begins at 7 p.m.
with a cocktail hour followed by an elegant
meal catred by Yankel & Co. The

chocolate fountain and Viennese Dessert
Table will be an addedett! Enértainment
will be provided by the Skycoasters, Central
New York’'s pemiee paty band. Special
tribute will be paidd Gala Honoary
Chairs, Charles and Elizabeth
Beach, for their dedication and
suppot of Vera House. Please call
our Special Ents Ofice at 35/425-
0818 to reseve Your seatsaday!
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MissION STATEMENT

Our Mission is to end domestic violen
assist families in crisis, to support those
by domestic violence to live safe, self-$

culture of equality and respect in relatiq
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Randi Bregman

sinmple satement @erwhelms me at times. |ewnus be the
change we seek, then we must live the principles of safe
and espect ttoughout egry relationship & encourgr.
These principles should guide us in our work with clients,
with staff and volunteers and with community partners.
Fersonally one of the graeg gifts of working at \éra

- Foundation first brought the
above quote to my attention a few

A Messagerbm
the Director

“You mug be the bange gu
wish to see in the world.”
- Mahatma Ghandi

Bruce Grieshaber of the Jenna

years ago. The power of this

Yy

House has been the opportunity to examine my own life and

work each day to “be the change.”
One of the ways \era House is cuently vorking o “be

the change” is by considering ways for us to work even njore

closely with community partners doing related work. In fa
in Sepembey 2003, the Boals of Diecbrs of bah Vera
House and the Rape Crisis Cenof Syacuse (RC) woted
Ce*;ﬁ?]animously to fully explore the possibility of a merger “ir]
At etort to maximize thexéent and efcti f sel
LAl gfort to maximize thexéent an ctieness of seices
lives, to empower women, and to promot@rovided by both agencies.” The discussion of further
nse@Haboration and merger has been entirely mission-focus
Mary people don'tgalize that the majority ofoR’s clients
are children who have been sexually abused by someon

\Ct,

ed.

close

to them. Victims of domestic violence and sexual assaulf face
similar challenges as they struggle to heal.
The resolution passed by both Boards specifies that “due

..Zdiligence will be exercised throughout this process, and pros

and cons of proceeding with a merger will be fully reviewgd

-3 by the Board(s) prior to any further action.” If you have
gquesions or thoughts about the ggwosed meyer feel fee b
contact me at (%) 425-083.

Meanwhile, let us all keep working to be the change we

wish to see.

y
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Welcome Mw Vera House &aff!

Michelle Murphy and Candace Lang both came on board in September 2(
Michelle is Housedeper at the Main Sheit and ve ae delighéd b hae a
high-energy individual who takes great pride in her work. Candace, origing
from Calibrnia, is Dgtime Residence Supésor at the Main Shelt and has a
B.S. in Psynology and xperience in human sdces, account catination and
crisis call work.

Pictured left to right: Michelle . .
Murphy and Candace La@/nthla Huner is the n& Vera House NMrth Progam

oordinator. Cynthia has been eeRdence Supé@sor at the

Main Sheler and ¢ra House Nrth and vorked peviously

for Onondaga Case Management, YMCA, Rescue Mission,

Salvation Armg and the idia Cener. She anticipais

receiving her Mésrs in Social Wik in May 201,

Cynthia Hunter

Sonja Andews conpleted her Maters in Social Wrk at Syacuse Uiversity
Sdool of Social Wrk in Spring 2003. While evking on her Maer’s, she
did her inernship at ¥ra House. Sonja is moan Advocat in our Outeat
Program.

Sonja Andrews

Two Local Women Honored at June Bcognition & Celebation Luncheon

For the irg time, \era House’s Bodrof
Direcors pesengd the SrMary \era Recognition
Award to two individuals at the &ognition &
Celebation Lundeon on Juned, 2003. Bth
Valerie Bogan, a Dectie in the Criminal
Investigation Division of the Onondaga County
Sherif's Depamment, and SrMauteen D’Onofrio,
the Syacuse Diocese Brbr of Ruth Ministry,
were honored for their significant contributions in
the field of domestic violence.
Ms. Bogan vas nominatd br the Avard by a
young woman whose mother was brutally assaulted.
The young woman’s nomination stated, “Some
people say that God works in mysterious ways, that
Sr Maueendkes a momente sends help to people at times when they need it . .
to pose with her\gary ~ the mos. Valerie vas ny heaen sent angel.” Sr Valerkl]ehBIggm |shaII Sr][""
Vel Recognitionward  Maureen was honored because of her ground- ertteceis{n a;;}ge :[fvrvgrée
breaking wrk at Ruth Ministry, whid is designed 9
to enable parishes to bring information on domestic violence into their current ministries.

The \éra House Bundation $4,000 academihetarship, funded  Dafa Key Communications, &s
presenéd D Jessica Chapman. The Special dpation Avard was gien © William Byrne, Resident of
Byrne Daiy, for his consigent and geneus suppdrof Vera House. MrByrne has helped the agery t
promae the Whie Ribbon Carpaign br seeral yeas printing the Campaign message on Byrne Rdialf-
gallon milk caons that ag digributed acoss Nw York Sate.

ly
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COMMUNIT Y SPOTLIGHT

03.

Patricia Anne Marinelli (picted at right) daudhed the lies of esryone with whom

she came in contact, according to her son, Michael Marinelli. She was a quiet
suppoter of \era Housedr mary \eas, collecting tles aound her summer

cottage and donating the money to help families in crisis. When she passed away on
Augus 4, 2003, herdmily diected donationsd Vera House in her name. 6w

$1,000 has beereceied in Rt's honor We at \éra Housedel ery blessedtreceie

these meaningful memorial gifts.

Charter One Bank locatl in Price ChoppeCicep celebated their Gand
Opening in July with a donation Mera House. Picted at right is Chaer
One Bank Band Manager &ridk Howell, presenting ahedk for $1,000
to Chris Benvn of \Vera House. Manthanks® Chater One or their
thoughtful donation and community support!

Vanessa Langeawineresed in suppaiing the aubnomy of women in abusi/
relationships. @ mak the anniersay of her death in the Segmber 1™ tragedyneighbos
colleced mong  gie 1 a darity in her honarVanessa’s niiter, Donna Mash
O’Connor, selead \era House ascipient of the monebecause she said &saa cause
Vanessa cad deeply about and shanied the mong o be useda cae directly ér people
in the community She alsceft that the éra House nameag signitant as ¥nessa called
herself 'V”. We ae gateful to be a pdrof this \ery special tribw

We ae happ to announce Eoellus Cental New York Region is once again

sponsoring ¥ra House'’s “Oward & U pward” Progam with a $5,000 gnt!

Keep an eye out for more information on Onward & Upward’s annual

suwivor’'s ietreat sheduled ér Satuday, Februay 4, 200t. An Independent Licensee of the

Many thanks to Jessica Oley (pictured top row second from right) for
asking gu¢s o donat items ér Vera House in lieu of g8 or her 8
birthday paty. Party goes Alis Deeau, Selenelkams, Algis
Ackerman, Véslyn Bunn, Sah Tedeski, Kels§ Map$one, Lauen
Mapstone and Jillian Fanning donated paper products, personal care
items, diapers and stuffed animals to help the families in our shelter
program.

BlueCross BlueShield Association

“WRAPSODY,” the holidy git wrap etravaganza, begins theydder Thanksgiving
at Caousel Cerdgr. What béter way to ge in the holiday spirit than © wrap gits or a
great cause? CalbRnne McMaer, Vera House Wlunteer Coodinator, at 35/425-
0818 to sign updr a shif for yourself, yur friends & aimily your organization, or a

group of co-workers!
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23rd Annual “TGIF”

Over 400 guests joined us at the
Holiday Inn Electonics Rikway in
Liverpool on Friday evening,
Sepember 9" for our
annual ‘TGIF” Auction.

In its 23d year the
“TGIF” Auction has come
to be the agency’s largest
fund-riser The eening
was a great success as guests
had over 500 items on which
to bid during our silent and
live auctions! Over $38,000
was raised at the event that will go
directly bwards \éra
House’s programs and
sewices.

Ted & Amy from
the 93Q Morning
Show kept the auction
running smoothly and
the bids coming in as
they seved as the
Masters of Ceremony
during the silent
auction. Dm
Kehoskie, Head of
Auction Sevices at

Ues\s
our %\dd\ﬂg

Auction

ad
hon items

a great time

Our invaluable volunteers ensured a successful Auctio

Special thanks to Auction Co-
Julie Briggs & Jon Levick.

Gallinger Real Estate
and TW. Conroy,
made sure the live
auction items went to
the highesbidder

93Q’s Morning Show hog
Ted & Ay, sered as
Masters of Ceremony

(S,

Vera House Bacelts

Noelle \anHee, a
local artist, unveiled
her signatwe \era
House charm bracele
at this year’s Auction
This unique bracelet
is made with fresh
water pearls & smoky
quartz and adorned
with a house charm.
Please call Chris at
Vera House at1%/
425-088 for more
information about
the new bracelet.

Qhairs,

—
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Volunteer Spdight

A memorable but heart-breaking trip to Croatia five years ago first
inspired the Marinelli family to seek out ways of raising money for loc
charities. Afer paticipating in our annualWrapsody” gffvrapping eent
at Carousel Center in December of 2000, they inquired about volunt
opportunities at \éra House. Since then, e bought loads ofteer b
Vera Housedmilies ly plgying Chrismas music at shettholida paties as
well as handing out “Grinch” toys. Lee delights children and staff alik
dressing up as'he Grind1” and handing out¥WWhomolians” (YWho”
money). Lee and Krista together musically entertained guests at a “H

The Marinelli Family (left to carnival sponsed by Biyant & Sratton las summer 6 raise mong for
right):Debra, Lee, Michael & Kri¥gfa House. Liewise, thg shaed their holidg music at lagear’s annual

Vera House Mrth Gathering. The will be joining us again as fpaf this

year’s holidg fedivities. When nowolunteering 6r Vera House, @el is a &\orite pasme of the Marinelli
family Mike, a gaphic atist and writr, specializes in thielid of commemative vork. Deb is alfght
attendant with URirwa. Lee is in 9th gde, and Kris is iking advanced music cees. W ae \ery
grateful not only for their many talents, but for their big hearts and desire to brighten the lives of fam
crisis(See “Communitytiigd” on page @ ead about the Marinelli's contribathémt
House tbugh Mi&'s nmtber Ratricia.)

Staff Spdlight

Colleen O’'Brien is the 8gam Coodinator for the \era House Childen’s

1 Counseling Rrgiam. T see her imractions with kildren day, you would neer guess
that Colleen had a “phobia” ohitddren when shearls garted wrking at \éra House
about D yeas ago.

Colleen became a StezliCounselor at &a House in 993 afer gaduating fom SUNY Binghanan with
a Psghology degre. An Alvocak position becamevailable in December 083, and Colleen began
working primarily with adolescents, doing school-based groups for young women in abusive relations
1996, Colleen beganorking half time as Bjects Coatinator for the Syacuse Aga Dometic Violence
Coalition. Also in 296, \era House éceied a gant to begin the BARS pogiam (a collabative efort with
the Salvation Army), a group for kids affected by domestic violence.

After receiving her Méars in Social Wk in 2000, Colleen began the Chitairs Counseling pgram at
Vera House, doing thapeutic wrk with dild victims of domé violence. She ysathat in her cuent
capacity, she utilizes her past experience by acting as a link between therapeutic work, shelter-base
sewices and sool-based pgrams.

When Colleenifg began wrking as a Shelt Counselgrshe élt very uncomértable aound dildren.
She eventually began identifying with the kids and became more involved with children’s programm
Today, she sg the baspart of her job is learning about tself though verking with families, and she can't
imagine doing anything else or being anywhere else. On a personal note, Colleen and her husband
expecting theirifg child in November In her spag time, Colleen ligs spending time witlarily and

Colleen O'Brien
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ng.

Chris are

friends, &king dg trips, eading, and pléng with kitties Har, Mooey and Lily
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Vera House in the Community.

“Youth RallyingrfHealth Relationships”

\era House, in panership with P&C Bods, Ky Bank and
Onondaga Countyhoged the irg annual Youth Rallying dr
Healthy Relationships Celehtion” Satuday, May 31, 2003 at Long
Brand Paik. Despié the miny weather appoximately D0 people
attended the Rally.

The day’s festivities included a motivational talk by Otis Jennings, Director of Special Programmi
the Syracuse City School District, and entertainment by students from local schools.

Chino Ingam, \éra House’s &th Alternatives Pogiam Coodinator and eent oganizeresablished
the Youth Rally ¢ provide a érum for celebating healtls and positig relationships. Ingram sates that
the puipose of theally vas b remind the kids who va atended a duth Alternatives Pogam
presentation during the school year what they have learned in a fun and festive atmosphere.

Alternatives ¥uth Pogam pesenations hae been held at merthan 20 dwols and agencies and

reached 223 youth during 2002.

“Co-edddball Clinic -élabing Wuth the Dymanics of
Respectful Relationships”

A week-long co-ed football camp for children ages 8 to 15 years old was a

used o tead kids about healthand espectfulelationships this summerThe pogram

was oganized Y Jeome Hall, \éra House Akrnaties Co-Coalinator and brmer Syacuse

University linebaker, and Chino Ingam, \éra House duth Alternatives Pogam Coodinator,
with the cooperation of the City of Syracuse.

The camp was held at Suryares Parkk whee about 60 bys and girls atnded July?* - 2%' to brush-up
on football skills and then went to break-out sessions to learn about topics including gender socialize
building respectfulelationships. Although theseanactivities maseemery different, Hall and Ingam

ng for

vehicle

ition and

were able to illustrate how careless actions may hurt others. The youth involved in the camp took inportant

lessons with thenotimplement in their esrydey lives.
If you would like b sbedule a ¥ra House Educat to visit yur youth goup, call our adminisative
offices at B5/425-088.

“Elder Abuse Community Education”

\era House écently sponsed the corgrence, Elder Ause & BglectA Call b Action”on Sepember 8,
2003. Appoximatly 20 paticipants fom various disciplines attded warkshops whit covered various
topics on the issue of elder abuse. Bob Blancato, President of the National
Committee 6r the Pewention of Elder Aduse, spakon “The Elder Juke
Act.” Also on hand was Susan Somers from the NYS Office of Children and
Family Sevices adarssing the issue on thats leel.

Elder abusedming is curently in pogress with the Sgcuse dlice
Depatment. A pesentingdéam consisig of membes fom \Vera House,

Victim Resouce Cener/Rape Crisis Cemt, and the Alzheimer’s Association

are conducting hour-long sessions which cover topics such as enhancing victim

safety, holding the offender accountable, and using local resources when

responding to Elder Abuse. Fifteen sessions are scheduled through the egd 9fuse Educataula Annesi,
November that will reach approximately 350 officers. presents at a&yusedice Dep

training.
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Vera House Rcognized Oaber as
National Dome8c Violence Avareness Month...

The Syacuse Aga Dometic Violence Coalition,taffed and admintered by \era House,
Inc., recognized ational Domeisc Violence Avareness Month tlnugh a series of
community activities Beduled thoughout Ocbber Here ae some highlights:

Wednesdg October T - “Work to End Domesc Violence Dg”: October’s activitiesewe kidked-of with a

public awareness initiative. The Coalition encouraged businesses to participate in an e-mail campaign to raise

awareness about dontsviolence. Apmximatly 1800 individuals wre rated at 40 businesses and
organizations. In its seconeby the e-mail capaign eated asdr as thetate of Monana!

Wednesdg, October8" - 3" Annual “Health Caes Aout Domesic Violence” Sceening Dg: Sponsced by

the Coalition’s Medical Issues Committee, health care professionals were encouraged to identify domestic

violence through patient screening and make appropriate referrals.

Wednesdg, October 24" - ¥ Annual “Report to the Community on Domete Violence”: The Small Thing
That Make a Big Differaemes the theme of this year’s well attended Report.

Sundg, October 26" - Dometc Violence Serice Community Celelation: This interdenominational
sewvice éatued enertainment ly the Syacuse Community Choir and insgiional emaks fom Rev
Chaunceg Brown, Rev Douglas Eddy and Joanne Eddy

Gisio\Momen

- Gift certificates for massage, haircuts and manicures Gifts for teens (movie passes, mall certificates, book

GidoChiden

- Shaving cream, lotion & disposable razors
- Toiletry & make-up cases - Games & toys (no war toys or toy weapons, please)
- Wristwatdhes, alarm clés & clok radios all ages (especially older boys)

- Journals, photo albums, disposable cameras & film Dolls of ALL ethnicities

- Blow dryers, curling ions, hairbrushes, battes - Children’s videos

- Hair & beauty products for all ethnicities - Model Magic®

- Movies on video - Children’s books for all age levels & ethnicities

- Baby monitors with batteries - Lego sets and building blocks

- Pajamas, nightgms & slippes in all sizes .
- Winter hat/scarf/glove sets scawes in all sizes

- Wallds, po&etbooks, appointment books, calerglar- Children’s backpacks for school

- Holiday, birthday & other cards (adult & children) . Markers, crayons, coloring books, large paper & gel
- Strollers - Hair accessories for little girls of all ethnicities

- Prepaid Centro, gas or long-distance calling cards - Children’s soks, undewear & pajamasof boys & girls
- Gift cetificates br furniture, gocer/clothing dores  of all ages

- Gift certificates at your favorite auto mechanic’s shenfant toys, baby bottles, receiving blankets

- Emegency Kits [&shlights, sadside ass@nce iems) - Clothing for boys 2 & under

- Small starter tool kits - Sleds!

clothes)

Winter coats, snowsuits, boots, hats, gloves, mitteng

S

pens




